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Twenty-nine §
exhibitors or §
exhibiting W
teams were [&°

represented

on the head

table.  The
District’s
highest tro-

phy, the J
Horace
McFarland
Award, was
earned by Greg Sanders for
the first time. The highest
trophy for miniature roses,
the ARS Raph Moore
Award, was won by Bob
and Chris Thorpe.

This year, al Queens were

Superb!

Henry Head , of the Son
Revolution, presented the colors at the
2004 Tenarky Convention in Louisville.

won by Tenarky residents.
Queen of the Show, the best
of the 33 blueribbon-
winning hybrid teas, was
won by Don and Sara Jo
Gill with Signature.

Minifloras were separated
from miniatures, with sepa-

rate royalty awarded to
each. The respective
Queens were Butter
Cream, shown by Robert
Sutherland, and Fairhope,
shown by Jimmy and Eve-

lyn Moser. Dowager Queen

s of the American

was earned by Mary Jane and
Peggy Utz for Marchesa
Boccella. Novice Queen was
awarded to Henry Head for
Veteran’s Honor.

The arrangements for the con-
vention were called “national
caliber.” A Tenarky-
record 60 arrangements
graced the hal of the
Holiday Inn, filling one
entire wall and a large
portion of a second. The
Arrangements Royalty
Award was earned by
Glenn Fuqua for a mass
design, Dawn at the
Downs.

Programs were given by
Robert  Sutherland and
Whit Wells and were
well-received by those in
attendance. Marilyn Wel-
lan, celebrating her birth-
day in Kentucky, ad-
dressed the convention as
keynote speaker and in-
formed us of the progress
" being made in Shreveport.

At the banquet, the silver
medal was awarded to
Donna Tarrant and John
and Kay Rogers. Out-
standing Consulting Ro-
sarian was awarded to
Noah Wilson. The Dis
trict’s Outstanding Judge
was Rhonda Spruiell.

Jim Preston humbly directs the
credit to the able team who
assisted him but deserves
many kudos from al of us
who attended this well-
organized and friendly con-
vention.


http://www.tenarky.org
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Greg Sanders’ Head is Growing!

There was nothing unusual about
the early spring. As usual, Greg
Sanders prepared his roses for
Nashville, the first outing of the
spring shows.

He had a number of good entries,
but the finest was his Memphis
King that took the miniflora Queen
that day.

When he packed up his loot and
headed home that Saturday, his
wife, Laura, no-
ticed that he had a
little trouble put-
ting hishat on. She
didn’t think any
more about i,
though, at least not
for afew weeks.

The next weekend
was the Bowling
Green show, where
Greg took mini
Queen, this time
with Hilde. Two
shows, two
Queens. Again
Laura saw him
loosen the hat a
notch as he packed
up his trophies and
headed back to
Louisville. She
dismissed the hat
loosening as a sign
of the heat. It was
June after al, and
she thought Greg
might be retaining
some fluid.

In the summer, there was the Indi-
anapolis all-miniature show, where
Greg competed with some of the
greatest exhibitors in America—and
took Queen with Nancy Jean. This
time he loosened his hat to the loos-
est notch he could—and it barely
fit.

His friends were starting to notice
something a little different about

Greg at this point—some thought he
was losing weight; others thought
he had dyed his hair; and one
thought he was having botox injec-
tions!

Things really started to happen in
August at the Kentucky State Fair.
There, Greg won every single roy-
alty award, a clean sweep. He won
Queen with Suffolk, King with
Louise Estes, Princess with Vet-
eran’s Honor, Mini Queen with

Nancy Jean, Mini King with Hilde,

and Mini Princess with Tiffany
Lite. Now it was becoming obvious
to his friends what was happening.
Greg’s head was growing! And
justifiably so—he had won five
Queens for the year, and it wasn’t
even September!!

After taking a short respite from
exhibiting in order to prune for the

fall exhibitions, Greg hit the show
circuit again, this time heading to
Cincinnati for the Buckeye district.
He didn’t take a Queen, but he did
earn a mini King and several spots
on the court. Not bad for a district
show.

The next weekend he headed to
Evansville where he, you guessed it,
won Queen again. Actualy, not
one, but two Queens with Cgun
Moon and his third mini Queen of
the year with Nancy
Jean. Even casua
passersby were noticing
the growth of his pate by
this point.

His fina show of the
year was the Tenarky
district convention where
many of the Top Guns
from the district and be-
yond competed with
Greg. In fact, urgent
communiqués went out
from members of the
Louisville rose society:
“Please come to compete
in our district and beat
Greg. Wecan’tdoit!”

Well, the Tenarkians did
finaly stall Greg. He
didn’t take a single
& Queen on October 2, at
the District show. He
had to settle for the dis-
trict’s highest honor —
B the J. Horace McFarland
award (in addition to
mini King, again with
Nancy Jean). All in al,
you’d have to consider that a career
year with seven Queens and a J.
Horace McFarland award. No
doubt that would make Greg
Tenarky’s unofficial “Top Gun” for
2004.

In all seriousness, Greg is a hum-
ble, helpful, and good-humored
exhibitor. We salute his great
achievements and rejoice in his
successes this year.
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Director’s Report by Kent Campbell

This is a historic document of a
sort, being the first “al-electronic”
issue of the Tenarky District news-
letter. It will be sent to al individ-
ua members of rose societies in the
Tenarky District whose email ad-
dresses have been supplied to us. It
will aso be available on the
Tenarky website (www.ienarky.ora)
for anyone in the world who can log
on and wishes to retrieve it that
way. There will be no “hard” cop-
ies, i.e. printed and mailed copies,
made available by the district. This
is an extra issue — the two tradi-
tional issues per year, which will be
available by subscription only for
those desiring “hard” copies, will be
forthcoming. Those issues will aso
be available electronically.

The Tenarky District Convention at
Louisville was a spectacular suc-
cess. Linda Jansing, LRS President,
Jim Preston, Convention Chairman,
and “Team Tenarky” — al those
Louisville society members who
worked hard to provide us with a
memorable weekend — are owed a
debt of thanks from all attendees. A

very high standard for such future
events was established.

Attendance by our ARS President,
Marilyn Wellan, added greatly to
the festive atmosphere. She cele-
brated her birthday while there and
obviously enjoyed interacting with
the approximately one hundred at-
tendees. Her after-dinner presenta-
tion was informative and extremely
well-received.

The programs by Robert Suther-
land and Whit Wells were aso
well-received. Reports that they
were four-star quality circulated
among those in attendance. On
Sunday after the convention, thirty
individuals attended the judges’
school sponsored by Tenarky and
organized by our horticultural
judges chairman, George Poe.
Twenty two current judges had their
credentials updated and extended to
2008. Six new judge candidates,
two from Tenarky, took and passed
the exams. Linda Jansing and How-
ard Carman will be seeking oppor-
tunities to apprentice during the

coming season.

Having judged at the Buckeye Dis-

trict Show, the national show at
Tulsa, and several top local shows
throughout Tenarky recently, | feel
that | have ample means of com-
parison to alow me to say without
fear of contradiction that our
Tenarky show was top-flight — sec-
ond to none. Check our website for
winners and pictures.

My column in the next issue of
Katnips will feature news from the
Tulsa National, including Board of
Directors actions. A thorough
write-up of the February mid-winter
workshop will aso be included. |
have been receiving very positive
feedback from many individuals
about the program, which has been
advertised in a very brief format by
means of a “flyer” mailed and
passed out by hand to friends and
acquaintances. It appears to be a
real drawing card! Save those dates
— February 18 and 19" and Febru-
ary 20 for the Consulting Rosarian
School. See you in Bowling Green.

Cyber space’s Coolest Rose Hangout

With the arrival of fall and winter,
the chores in the rose garden are
winding down. Are you looking for
a way to get your rose fix while
waiting for that first spring growth?

If so, then go online to the Ro-
sarian’s Corner at
where you can talk roses with grow-
ers from coast to coast and across
the world.

The RC has 33 active forums cover-
ing everything from general rose
gardening, exhibiting, miniatures,
OGRs, photos, a Rose of the Week,
and much more. You can keep up
with rose news from across the

world and make friends with cyber-
rosarians of all experience levels.

Currently, there are 1088 members,
having posted nearly 75,000 items!

Online, you’ll find big-name rosari-
ans, including hybridizers, exhibi-
tors, and others from across the
country. | won’t be a name-
dropper and mention them here, but
suffice it to say you will recognize a
lot of folks.

After getting to the RC homepage,
sign up with a screen name (mine is
PapaSuth), and you’ll be ready to
introduce yourself on the “Welcome
Mat” forum.

Your questions, comments, and
photos are welcome. Y ou can even
use cool emoticons to add spice to
your posts. The Rosarian’s Corner
is a pleasant place to spend some
time reading, learning, and educat-
ing other people with our common
interests.

The forum is run by Cliff Orent and
Michelle LeVan-Steklenski who are
knowledgeable, helpful, and
friendly hosts.

Tenarky is under-represented on the
board, so | hope you’ll take time to
join the RC. It’s free, and no sales-
man will call your home or email
you. When you do sign up, tell
them “PapaSuth” sent you.


http://www.rosarianscorner.com
http://www.tenarky.org

Spotlight Garden: Larry and Ann Peck

The rose garden of Larry and Ann Peck
grows on a hilltop in east Tennessee near
the Holston River. Surrounded by hay
fields and
woods and at
1100  feet (&
elevation, : :
they have a
unique mi-
croclimate

to rose growing has been quite different.
“He tolerated my roses until he got inter-
ested in the historic side of the Old Gar-

where  they s A 3

S:(e)w abl ebo:ﬁ —— -

tender  and The Pecks frgnt garden in Tennessee, near the Holston River is surrounded
cold-hardy by hay fields and woods. Photos courtesy of Larry and Ann Peck.
roses. Their

property is aso home to a garden railway
with four trains and several hundred feet
of track in their hybrid musk beds, with a
three-foot tunnel formed by Ballerina.

The Pecks grow 500-600 roses in the
ground, though counting is somewhat
meaningless when considering some of
the roses like La Belle Sultane grow so
densely that they suffocate weeds and
occupy a5 by 4 by 6 foot triangular area.
They grow 50 or so more roses in what ~ Their location gives [
Ann refers to as the “pot ghetto,” and a the Pecks some
few minisin containers. unique challenges.
The Holston River at @ :
the base of their prop- |-
erty brings frequent i
fogs that protect the

roses from frost but

also brings additional disease pressure,
especialy for blackspot and anthracnose.
A fungicide regimen including Man-

beds that show the history of rose devel-
opment starting with __

his species garden. s

Now our roses are for |
both of us, athough
there are some that |
are more his than 4
mine and vice versa,”
Annwrote.

For Ann and Larry, the interest in roses
developed separately and at different
times. For Ann, “Roses have always
been a part of my life.” Both her grand-
mothers grew roses, and a neighbor’s
mass planting of Queen Elizabeth
bushes is one of her early memories of
roses. When she had her
own garden, Queen Eliza- g
beth was among her first,

roses. o

-

Ann’s own garden started in
Houston with about 15 hy-
brid teas. She married Larry
and moved to New Orleans,
with the roses.  Unfortu-
nately, the neighbors were§
enamored with the blooms §
and helped themselves to
everything except Don Juan &3
which grew out of reach, and @
The Fairy, which for some : : ; T
reason they didn’t cut. Mrs. Woods’ Lavender-Pink Noisette is one of the

B For Larry, the path Pecks” highly recommended roses.

pe

den Roses. Now we have his historic

cozeb, Daconil Ultrex, Cleary’s
3336, Banner Maxx, and Compass
are used to combat these diseases.
Larry built a large capacity
sprayer that is stable on their hill-
side terrain. It is used every other
week to deliver 18 galons of
J spray. Remarkably, this takes
under two hours!

While the Pecks are sprayers for
disease prevention, they have a
less toxic approach to fighting
insects. “We often use less than a
mixed quart of insecticide a year.
When we find Rose Rosette Dis-
ease on arose, we’ll spray it and
its neighbors with Cygon 2E before

we remove the rose so that any erio-
phyid mites are dead....Because we
are surrounded by hay fields and
forest, there are beneficia insects
ready to move into our roses when
herbivorous insects and mites move
in. Holding back and waiting for the
good guys to arrive does work here,
and we’re working on companion
plantings to keep the beneficials
even closer...we don’t ever use
broad spectrum insecti-
cides...Portraying roses as hard to
grow and requiring lots of chemicals
and fuss drives people away from
the hobby.”

Ann has a strong preference for
cluster blooming flowers, and rec-
ommends the “totally overlooked”

Continued, Page 16
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The Protein Power Plan for Roses

by Robert Sutherland

Whoppers with no buns? Steaks with no
potatoes? “Atkins approved menus” at
major restaurants? It seems you can’t

listen to the news, read the paper, or see

commercial without hearing the
“miraculous results” of the high protein,
low-carbohydrate diets. In my office,
celery and carrot sticks have been re-
placed with industrial-sized barrels of
pork rinds. Whether it’s the Protein
Power, Atkins, or South Beach flavor,
the current

fashionable

diets all seem

to have one

thing in com-

mon—Ilots  of

protein, and

very few carbo-

hydrates. In

fact, | wonder

if Clara Peller

were aive to-

day, would the

Wendy’s com-

mercials  in-

quire.,

“Where’s  the

Bun?’

After hearing

my  friends,

relatives, and

coworkers go

on ad nauseum

about  how

wonderful this

lifestyle works for them, | think I’m fi-
naly ready to give it a shot—not for my-
self, but for my rose bushes. | have often
touted the benefits of buying bulk or-
ganic feeds from local feed stores or co-
operatives and have praised the economy
and organic punch provided by alfalfa,
cottonseed meal, fish meal, blood meal,
kelp meal, and others.

Y ou may read that fish meal for salein a
one pound bag at a garden center has a
“9-3-2” analysis, or something similar.
But if you go to the feed store, thereisno
such description.  The only number
you’ll see is something like “65% crude
protein.” So, is this fish meal from the
feed store the same, or at least similar, to

that sold at the garden center?

Looking at protein molecules in general,

we recall from Biology class that pro-
teins are made up of amino acid combi-
nations. Amino acids are composed of
carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, and our
friendly neighborhood nitrogen atoms,
nitrogen being one of the big three nutri-
ents our roses crave.

So, understanding that nitrogen is con-

tained in the amino acids, which are the
building blocks of proteins, leads us to
the conclusion that protein is indeed
good for our roses. But, knowing how
much nitrogen is in this “crude protein”
will enable us to have a significantly
better idea of the amount of nitrogen we
are putting on our roses.

A little internet research reveded that
the typical conversion factor from crude
protein to nitrogen percent is approxi-
mately 6.25. So for afeed that is “62.5%
crude protein,” we have a fertilizer with
10% nitrogen.

From the website
www.ingredients10l.comwe find the
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typical protein values for several
common feeds we may use on our
roses:

Blood Meal has 80% crude protein
which is approximately 13% nitro-
gen;

Alfadfais approximately 17% crude
protein, or 3% nitrogen;

Cottonseed meal is 41% crude pro-
tein, or about
6.5% nitrogen;

Fish med is
62% crude pro-
tein, or about
10% nitrogen;

Or if you are
lucky enough to
find feather meal
in  bulk, you
would have an
85% crude pro-

tein or 13.5%
nitrogen fertil-
izer.

This will only
tell  you the

amount of nitro-
gen in your fer-
tilizer, and not
the phosphorous,
potassium, or
trace elements,
but the Ingredi-
ents101 site does list the phospho-
rous and other nutrient levels of the
feeds. Different grades of these
ingredients may yield different pro-
tein values, but the conversion fac-
tor should give you a good idea of
the amount of nitrogen you’re add-
ing to your rose bed.

So give those roses a boost of ni-
trogen. Give those rose beds the
gift of a 50 pound bag of something
high in crude protein. And pass me
a couple of those chocolate covered
Krispy Kreme doughnuts. Protein
power may be good for the roses,
but I’m not ready for it mysalf just
yet.
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